46      VOYAGE FROM EGYPT TO SYRIA,
though I was then at an age when terror would
be magnified, as well by ignorance as by the
natural timidity of inexperienced youth.
Before noon we were safely within the haven,
and letting go our only anchor, amid a torrent of
hail and rain, we veered out a long scope of
cable, and rode in triumph over every danger
that had threatened our destruction.
When I saw the vessel thus well secured, my
first determination was to quit her here, to
which I was induced by other reasons than the
mere risk of the navigation yet remaining to be
performed. The crew had Jbeen all too much
terrified by the past to venture again from port
but under the most favourable auspices* The
bar of the harbour could not be passed over out-
ward until -the present gale should cease; and
the north-east winds, which alone would make
fine weather and smooth water on the coast,
would be unfavourable for the prosecution of the
rest of the voyage. An anchor and cable were
to be procured ^provisions, water, and wood
laid in ; spare rope and tackling had to replace
those thrown, overboard in the storm; and a
variety of other deficiencies to be made up, in a'
port which was one of the most inconsiderable
along the coast for its maritime trade, where not
a vessel besides our own was at this moment to
be seen, and where, consequently, all these du-